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bound up with the person of this great intriguer. However
much one may attempt in the following pages to make the
figure of Papen stand out clear and solid from the crowded
events of the time, yet it is unfortunately impossible to
avoid, in the parallel development of an individual and the
Reich, a short description of the political and economic
background of these years in Central Europe.
In contrast to the majority of the other retired officers
of the Reich, Papen after the collapse was in no sense
deprived of a livelihood. For his rank and his disastrously
unfortunate diplomatic career never served him as a source
of income. They were merely properties in which he could
play his various parts. The loss of his position, the collapse
of the German currency, the French occupation of the
Rhineland, the struggle in the Ruhr, none of these things
was capable of tampering in any way with the secure
riches of Papen. His possessions lay in France, Belgium,
Luxemburg as much as in Germany itself: the land
and the soil were not devalued ; industrial undertakings
worked with increased capacity after the armistice, and
directors and managers saw to it that Herr von Papen
could consume his more than adequate substance in quiet
enjoyment.
It was a matter of course that a director and owner of
large estates could not regard his numerous united com-
panies from a specially democratic or social point of view,
in spite of the tendency ruling in Germany at that time.
All his life Papen has been an enemy of the working classes
and an arch conservative. His upbringing had been strictly
Catholic, and he was a papal chamberlain; consequently
in Germany at that time there was but one party which
he could join, the Catholic Zentrum. Unfortunately the
Zentrum was one of the chief props of the democratic
Weimar coalition : and until 1932 the allies of the Zentrum
were the various liberal .parties and Social Democrats.
Because of his religion Papen was obliged to belong to the
Zentrum Party, but because of his conservatism and his
*junker mentality9 'he objected to union with parties of